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Boise Neighborhood, Urban Design Center Invite Public 

to Envision Armory Development

On Thursday, Jan. 24, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., the East End Neighborhood Association and the University of Idaho Urban Research and Design Center will hold a public meeting at Roosevelt Elementary School, 908 E. Jefferson St., to consider potential uses of the National Guard Armory and adjacent five acres located at the corner of Reserve Street and Avenue H. 

The city of Boise has listed the parcel as surplus property and scheduled it to be auctioned next fall. Neighborhood leaders believe the sale presents an opportunity for in-depth community discussion of the best long-term use of this valuable property, located near downtown and adjacent to Fort Boise Community Center and Military Reserve Park. University of Idaho Urban Research and Design Center architectural students will present conceptual designs for the site contemplating a variety of uses: residential, educational and commercial. Possibilities include a year-round local producer’s/farmer’s market, arts/crafts center; high-tech business incubator; owner-occupied workforce housing; and charter school/community space. 

Citizens can provide input at the meeting or submit comments and suggestions on EENA’s Armory website, www.reservestreetarmory.com. The website, a volunteer effort by neighborhood residents, also contains an array of helpful information, including FAQs, conceptual drawings provided by the URDC students, original Armory blueprints and photographs of the interior of the historic building. 

EENA’s goal is to help city administrators, developers and neighbors “think outside the box” and encourage the most productive and positive long-term outcomes for the site. 

The EENA Armory subcommittee, formed in the fall of 2007, includes 
Laura Shealy (coordinator); Andrea Merrill; Charles Gill; Dave Krick; Deanna Smith; Diane Ronayne; Erik Kingston; Mike McLenna; Sheila Trounson; Steve Trout; and Susan Grey. 

For more information visit www.reservestreetarmory.com. 

